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Vega: Pretty Again

Flowers. Photography. Linnea Sardina
Pretty Again
Stitch.
By stitch.
I can fix you
and make you whole again.
A lolling head
can be affixed
with sturdy iron bars.
Decaying skin
can be drawn together, pretty
with red ribbon.
Cloudy eyes
can be removed
delicately, carefully
replaced with
gleaming, polished glass.
Bright blue.
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Bloodstains
can be wiped up.
Sticky towels still sit
in my laundry basket.
Foul odors can be removed,
replaced by stuffing.
Black garbage bags
leaky, crumpled
still sit in the basement.
Deep red pools.
It’s true.
I’ve been so lonely.
But you are patient
you are kind
you don’t mock me
demean me
demand me
to fulfill your every wish.
Instead you lay in that ditch
missing, twisted
every which way.
Were you thrown away too?
A display piece for a man who detests
the human beneath the skin?
Beauty is the only important thing in the world
I fear.
It’s ok.
Stitch.
By stitch.
Since we are so alike
I’ll fix you
make you whole again.
Maybe in a new dress
dark blue
you can pretend to be happy too.
				- Jolie Vega
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